
SESSION 2 
Stilling the Storm 

Attending to Nature 
(Mark 4:35-41) 

OPENING 
Pantheism vs Panentheism …and what is the difference? 

Question: What is your initial reaction to the word outdoors? 

Scripture: Genesis 1:26 
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth." 

Question: How does a person’s definition of “dominion” shape his/her relationship with 
creation?  

In the Book, AJ writes, that “dominion” means “our job is to protect nature and to 
celebrate the gifts it provides, not to destroy it.” 

THE STORY 
Scripture: Mark 4:35-36 
On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to them, "Let us go across to the other 
side." And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. 

Context: Mark 4:1-3 
Again Jesus began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large 
crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the 
sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea 
on the land. He began to teach them many things in 
parables, and in his teaching he said to them: "Listen! A 
sower went out to sow." 

Question: What’s helpful about knowing the beginning of 
chapter four? 

Interesting Information: Mark says they took Jesus in 
the boat “just as he was,” and then adds the detail of there 
being “other boats” present. Why is that important? 



Litany Reading: Mark 4:37-41 
 ONE: A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was  
  already being swamped.  
 ALL: But Jesus was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said  
  to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?"  
 ONE: He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!"  
 ALL: Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.  
 ONE: Jesus said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?"  
 ALL: And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this,  
  that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 

VIDEO: 

LOOKING FOR THE SIMILARITIES  
Scripture: Jonah 1:3-6 
But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, 
where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and 
sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, 
and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. All the sailors were 
afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten 
the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 
The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! 
Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.” 

In the Book, AJ writes about the sleeping hero. What does sleeping in the storm 
imply?  

Bible: The Greek word pistis can be translated as believe, faith or T_____________. 

Question: How is “believing” in something different than “trusting” in something? 

In the Book, AJ writes, for the first time in the text, Jesus is addressed as “teacher.” It’s 
an unexpected address, given that Jesus had been teaching the crowds from the boat but 
now he is in sleep rather than pedagogical mode. Yet the address is ironic: he is teaching 
the disciples not by words but by action; he is showing them that there is no reason for 
them to worry. That term “teacher” will then echo throughout the text, particularly in 
cases where the petitioner feels helpless. 

Questions: As Christians, when we look to Jesus as a teacher, should we focus more on 
his parables/instructions or on his actions? Can you name an important teaching for you 
personally from each of those categories? 



Scripture: Mark 4:38 
"Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?"  

Question: Do you hear this scripture with a hint of passive-aggression -or- a plea like 
what might be found in the Psalms (example: Psalm 13:1 — How long, O Lord? Will you 
forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?)? 

In the Book, AJ writes, the words Jesus spoke to the storm might better be translated 
as “Silence, shut up!” How does the “crudeness” of this translation (as opposed to the 
more polite, “Peace! Be still!”) shape your view of Jesus? 

From The Perspective of Mark’s Community: how is the idea of pistis (believe/
trust) understood? Think of the ‘storms’ these followers of Jesus just endured (destruction 
of the Temple, along with the deaths of Apostles and friends). 

Questions: What would it mean to hear those words from Jesus? Could there be, for 
some, a calm in the storm, and for others, a calm from the storm? 

Finally: Does your theology (belief about God) have you trusting that Jesus will save you 
from every storm -or- trusting that Jesus will be present with you throughout every storm 
-or- (another option)? 
  


