
March 17, 2024 
Season: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Theme: Season of Lent: Reset Button 

Scripture: Luke 18:18-27 
18 A certain ruler asked Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to obtain eternal life?” 
19 Jesus replied, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except the one God. 20 You know the 
commandments: Don’t commit adultery. Don’t murder. Don’t steal. Don’t give false testimony. 
Honor your father and mother.” 21 Then the ruler said, “I’ve kept all of these things since I was a 
boy.” 22 When Jesus heard this, he said, “There’s one more thing. Sell everything you own and 
distribute the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come, follow me.” 
23 When he heard these words, the man became sad because he was extremely rich. 24 When 
Jesus saw this, he said, “It’s very hard for the wealthy to enter God’s kingdom! 25 It’s easier for a 
camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom. 
26 Those who heard this said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible for 
humans is possible for God.” 

Sermon Title: Pulled Through To The Beginning 

Sermon in a Sentence: Sometimes we need to return to the beginning, and though it may not 
appear possible, there is power in God’s possibilities… 

Call to Worship - Traditional 
 ONE: Welcome to worship! 
 ALL: We come to give thanks to God. 
 ONE: God is deserving of our praise and gratitude, 
 ALL: We shall honor God in both word and song. 
 ONE: Our God is full of possibilities, and today we come seeking insights that we never  
  previously imagined.  
 ALL: Even when there does not appear to be a way forward, 
 ONE: God makes a way. 
 ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 ONE: Let us worship…  

Call To Worship - Contemporary: Good morning, and welcome to worship. It is a good day to 
be together. Let us bring our voices to this time of praise and worship. Let us honor the God who is 
full of possibilities, always providing a way when there does not appear to be a way. Let us worship… 

Opening Prayer: O Merciful God, as we gather for worship this morning, we acknowledge those 
moments when we feel as if we have come to a dead end and it appears as if there is no way forward. 
In this Season of Lent, when we are slowing down to become more aware of our own breathing and 
your presence found within each breath, we desire to grasp some hope and find some peace with 
possibilities. As we sing and pray this morning, may we notice our breath and the divine breath by 
which we have life and have it abundantly. We offer our prayer in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Traditional Prayer for the People: 
 ONE: The Lord is this place, 
 ALL: Present to us with love and mercy beyond imagination. 



 ONE: Let us enter into this time of prayer, 
 ALL: Knowing that God is ready to listen and respond with grace. 
 ONE: The Lord is with you, 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 ONE: Let us pray… 

Sometimes we need to be reminded, O Eternal God, that we do not face life alone. Even when an 
obstacle is placed in front of us or our path has come to a dead end, we trust you will not abandon 
us. When voices of despair echo around us and hopelessness attempts to seize hold of us, we seek to 
discern your voice of comfort and encouragement. And wherever someone is feeling lost or trapped, 
call us to the work of advocacy—call us to be a reminder that there is a way even when no way 
appears before us. It may not be the path we want or even our destination of choice, but sometimes a 
reset, a change in direction, or even a hard choice allows for an unseen possibility to come into 
focus. 

For those around the globe who find themselves experiencing violence and fear beyond anything we 
might imagine, we begin with this prayer, but also recognize that we are one human family. Where 
hate exists, we cannot remain silent. Where our siblings in this human family are experiencing 
injustice, give us insight into what the root causes might be, and then call us to act in such a way that 
change can lead toward justice and healing, reconciliation and peace. We do not wish to be naive 
about the complexity of the problems, but we do not wish for the enormity of the problem to leave us 
feeling as if we’ve reached a dead end. Be our inspiration, Gracious God, and empower us for the 
work that is before us. 

Now, God, continue to journey with us as we find ourselves just one week away from Palm Sunday, 
the entry point to Holy Week. This is such an amazing time, but keep us mindful of what there is to 
learn about you, about ourselves, and how the life and death of Jesus challenge us to live differently, 
to live for the sake of your holy reign of love. 

This is our prayer offered in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Call to Communion: There was a certain way of sharing a meal, and in the days of Jesus, a proper 
meal didn’t include “those” kinds of people. Depending on where you might be, “those” kinds of 
people might be different as compared to another place. Never the less, there were always those who 
were welcomed and those who were not. The meal was considered sacred, and some people were 
understood to undermine the sacredness of the meal. And then Jesus appeared on the scene, and 
showed us a different way of gathering. Every human being is sacred and loved by God. No one 
should be excluded or made to feel as if they would need to stand on the outside, looking in upon the 
grace and mercy of God. This meal represents a different way of gathering, a way inspired by Jesus. 
For that reason, we are all invited! 

(Explain the process of communion and offering) 
   
Background: How often to we find ourselves at what appears to be a dead end. It doesn’t matter 
the enthusiastic supporters who are sending us all kinds of happy and encouraging emojis. For 
whatever reason, we don’t believe there is a way forward. The image Jesus gives of the camel 
squeezing through the eye of a needle leaves us believing there lies no hope for the man who seems 
very attached to his possessions. In Mark’s telling of this story (10:17-22) is very similar, except it 
explicitly says the man went away very sad. But in Luke’s telling, it makes it sound as if the man 



remained present, as if he heard the metaphor of the camel and the needle. The first reaction to that 
absurd suggestion is put it in the category of impossible. And why not? We know the size of a camel 
and the size of needle’s eye. And the disciples play into this hopelessness when they ask the 
question, “Then who can be saved?” But when Jesus says, “What is impossible for humans is 
possible for God,” I can picture the rich ruler beginning to believe that maybe there is a possibility. 
For there is power in the possibility (the Greek word has the word that means power, where we get 
our English word for dynamite), and God, if necessary, is willing to drag us through to the other 
side. Yet to be pulled through will be such a tight squeeze, that much of the baggage we were 
carrying with us will be pulled from us. On the other side of the needle, we are sort of back to the 
basics; back to the beginning. It is a reset that leave us better prepared to begin again. I will be use 
another computer metaphor, about having to reset by just turning things off. 

Key Words/Phrases: 
Reset, Restarting, Back to the beginning 
Impossible, Dead End, Hopeless, No possibility 
Possibility, Power in God’s Possible,  
Squeeze, pulled through, tightly 
Leave behind 

Music: 
Opening: I Cannot Dance, O Love #290 (vs.1&3) 
Prayer Response for all of Lent: This Is a Day of New Beginnings #518 (vs.1&3) 
Counting Every Blessing by Rend Collective (probably the song before the sermon) 
It’s Not Over Yet by King and Country 


